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Chapter Trans 261

MULTIPLE TRIP PERMITS FOR
MOBILE HOME AND MODULAR BUILDING SECTIONS

Trans261.01 Purpose. Trans 261.10 Equipment requirements.

Trans 261.02 Definitions. Trans 261.1  Times of operation.

Trans 261.03 Permit application. Trans 261.12 Route limitations.

Trans 261.04 Permit amendments. Trans 261.13 Transfers.

Trans 261.05 Eligibility. Trans 261.14 Insurance and liability conditions.

Trans 261.06 Validity. Trans 261.15 General conditions and requirements.
Trans 261.07 Registration requirements. Trans 261.155 Multiple trip manufacturing process permits.
Trans 261.08 Driver and operating requirements. Trans 261.16 Denial, suspension or revocation of permit.

Trans 261.09 Maximum size and loading limitations.

Trans 261.01 Purpose. The purpose of thishapter is to Trans 261.06 Validity. (1) A permitis valid only for the
establishstandards and procedures for the issuance of multiplehicle described in the application and permit.
trip mobile home and modular building section pernitssuant  (2) An issuingauthority may suspend a permit, or any of its
t05.348.27 (7) Stats. conditions,because of seasonal highway conditions.

History: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91. Note: Examples oeasonal highway conditions include spring thiéveding,
andtraffic congestion.

Trans 261.02 Definitions. (1) Unless otherwise stated,  (3) No condition of a permit magnodify any law or regulation
the definitions of words and phrases in340.01and348.01(2),  |imiting loads because of local conditions, including load limits

Stats.,and sTrans 250.02pply to this chapter on bridges and highwayseasonal weight restrictions, or load
(2) As used in this chapter: limits imposed because of construction.
(a) “Issuing authority”’means the department of transporta (4) A permitis not valid during periods when adverse weather
tion. or road conditions, such as fog, smoke, heavy rain, snow or ice,

(b) “Permit” means multiple trip mobile home and modulapr wind velocity impair the safety o movement under the per
building section permits authorized undeB48.27 (7) Stats. mit.
History: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91. (5) Operationunder a permit includes the movement of an

) . o emptyvehicle to and from thplace of pickup or delivery of the
Trans 261.03 Permit application. (1) An application permitted load.

for a permit shalbe submitted to an issuing authority on a form History: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91.
approvedby the department, and in accordance witB48.27
Stats. Trans 261.07 Registration requirements. (1) A
(2) An application for a permit for the use of a state trunk-higivehicleoperating under permit shall be registered as required by
way shall be made to the departmenaity of the following ways: Wisconsinstatutes, and shall begistered at not less than the-per

() In person, at the departmententral or region Giées. mit weight or at the maximum available registration weight,
(b) By mail, addressed to the departnmengéntral dice. whicheveris less. . . .
Note: Permit application procedures are ifsans 250.025 (2)_A” other Opera_tlo_nal permits reqU”ed by the departme_nt,
History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420efl. 1-1-91;correctionin (2)  theoffice of the commissioner of transportation or other agencies
(a) made under s. 13.92 (4) (b) 6., Stats., Register February 2013 No. 686. havingjurisdiction shall be obtained.

. L History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91; correction in (2)
Trans 261.04 Permit amendments. (1) An application madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 6., StaRegister August, 1996, No. 488

for an amendment to a permit shallrbade to the authority which

issuedthe original permit. Trans 261.08 Driver and operating requirements.
(2) An application for an amendment miag made in the same (1) Thedriver of a vehicle operating under a pershill carry the
manneras an application for an original permit. approvedpermit in the vehicle to which it applies and shall have

(3) Therequest shall specify the permit number of the pernﬂ?e permit available for inspection by any policéic#r, represen

to be amended ative of the issuing authorifyr person in chge of maintenance
Note: Limitations on the amendment of permits are ifirans 250.10 of the hlghwqy being used_‘ . .
History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91. (2) The driver of a vehicle operating under a permit shall,
o ) . wheneverreasonable and practicabieaintain a distance of not
Trans 261.05 Eligibility. (1) Any vehicleor vehicle and |essthan 1,000 feet between the vehicle with the permit and any

loadto be considered as operating under a permit shall satisfy {eiclethe driver is following, unless actually engaged in ever
requirementdgor a permit under 848.25 Stats. taking and passing another vehicle.

(2) A permit is not a guarantee of thefsmiéncy of any high (3) Thedriver of a vehicle operating under a permit shidiv
way or structure for the transportingthie vehicle, load, or vehicle traffic approaching or overtaking the permitted vehiclgass,

andload. _ _ _ whereit is safe to do so.
(3) A permit maynotauthorize the operation of more than 2 (4) Unless a lower speed is specified in the peranighicle
vehiclesin combination. operatingunder a permitnay be operated at the posted speed

(4) A permit for a power unit used to transport an oversiZinit.
mobile home may be issued only to mobile home transportatiorHistory: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91.
companieslicensed mobile home manufacturers and licensed ) ) o
dealersover highways in the ordinary course of their business. Trans 261.09 Maximum size and loading limitations.
History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91. (1) A mobile home or modular building section may extend
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beyondthe front, the left and right sides, and the rear of the undeninimum of 8 feet above the roadway and visible 500 feet to the

carriage,if the overhang is minimized. rear.
(2) Wheelson one side of a transporting vehicle may not carry (b) All amber flashing or revolving warning lamps shall have
morethan 60% of the total gross load. areflector at least 6 inches in diameter and shall be bright enough

(3) Thewidth authorized by a permit refers to the outside—tot© be clearly visible and attention—attracting at a distance of 500
outsidedimension of the towed unit not including roof overhangeetunder all conditions when the load is on the highweagept
The maximum width for the bottom of the roofline of the towedvhenvisibility is obstructed by a hillcrest, a curve, or an object

unit shall be measured separately suchas another vehicle.
Note: The outside—to—outside dimension of the unit encompasses protru- (c) All power units, when transporting a mobile home or mod
sions such as windowsills, door knobs and other hardware. ular building section over]BZ feet in width shall have amber

(4) A permit may be issued for mobile homes amadular  flashing or revolving warning lamps mounted above the cab.
building sections having an outside-to—outside dimension npfashersshall be mounted at least 8 feet abthe roadway and
exceedingl5 feet in width, notncluding roof overhang. The shallbe visible to the front. When 2 lamps are provided, they shall
maximumwidth for the bottom of the roofline of the towed unithe mounted at the same level, shall be separated laterally as much
shall be measuredeparately and may not exceed 16 feet. Th&possible, and shall flash simultaneously

maximumwidth of the roofline overhang on the left side of the ; ;
towed unit may not exceed the maximum widththe roofline mir(l(ljj)te.A" warning lamps shall flash at a rate of 30 to 90 times per

overhangon the right side of the towed unit. . . .
(5) A permit may be issued for mobile homes ular (e) Strobe lamps may be used in lieu of flashing or revolving

building sections that are not greater than 15 feet in total heiglﬁrT(]SSWarnin lamps mav not be operaigtien a vehicle is not
(6) Vehicles and loads which, when reasonably divided 9 P y P

; . operatingunder the permit.
would not be oversize or overweight may bettransported under . . .
the permit. ¢ y P (3) FLags. (a) When a vehicle, loadr vehicle and load is

7Y Loadswhich. wh bl itioned on the & overlengtha single flag shall be fastened at the extreme rear of the
(7) Loadswhich, when reasonably repositioned on the fang,, it the overlength or projecting portion is 2 feet wide or less.
porting vehicle, would not be oversize or overweigtay not be . . .
i (b) When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is overler®jth,
transportedinder the permit. " -
History: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420ef. 1-1-91.CR 01-093am. (3)  llagsshallbe fastened at the rear of the load to indicate maximum
and(4), r and recr(5), t (6) and (7), renum. (8) and (9) to be (6) and (7), June 200&idth if the overlength or projecting portias wider than 2 feet.

No. 558, ef. 7-1-02. (c) When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is overwidth, a
flag shall be fastened at each front and rear corner of the load. In

Trzns 261.10 EqTipment rheqluire.rquwents.‘ (1? Lc'iGHT' addition, if any part of the load is more than 4 inches wider than
ING. An oversize vehicle, or a vehicle with aversize load oper  ne width of load or vehicle at the front or rearflag shall be
atingduring the hours of darkness, shall be equipped with the fB‘acedat the widest point of the load.

lowing additional lamps: . .
(a) For a vehicle witta load which extends beyond the Wid”}ha(r?:)L8Ei?1c(::?u;|sa%§S§llet.)e solid red or orangeolor and not less

f the vehicle:
of the vehicle . (e) In order to wave freelylags shall be securely fastened by
1. At the outermost extremity of the foremost edge of the prg; |aast one corner or securely mounted on 4. staf

jectingload, an amber lamp visible from the front and side. (4) Sens. (a) When a vehicle, load, or vehicle and load is

2 'IM tge out%rrlnost e).(trglmi?t ther:earmost %dg%()f the Pro 1 grethan 10 feet wide ds overlength, 2 warning signs shall be
Jectingload, a red lamp visible from the rear and side. displayed. One sign shall be fastenatithe front of the power unit

3. Any portion of an overwidth load extending beyond thendthe other at either the rear of the towed unit or at the rear of
width of the foremost or rearmastige of the vehicle or load, shallthe [oad.

be marked with an ambéamp visible from the front, both sides, (b) Each sign shall state, in black letters on a yelaok

andrear _ _ ground, “OVERSIZE LOAD,” and may not be less than 7 feet
4. If the overwidth portion of the loadeasures 3 feet or lessiong and 18 inches high. The letters of the sign may not be less
from front to rearthat portion shall be marked with an amber lamghan 10 inches high witla brush stroke of not less than 1.4 inches.

visible from the front, both sideand regrexcept that if the over - - -
width projection is located at or near the rear it dbalmarked by is rgg)t c-)r;;:tlign% Tﬁﬁ??ﬁ;gggﬁt be displayed when the vehicle

ared lamp visible from front, side and rear (5) TRuck WEIGHT AND TIRES. Unlessotherwise provided in
(b) For avehiclewith a load which extends more than 4 feef permit: ' P

beyondthe rear of the vehicle: . , . -

1. On each side of the proiecting load. one red lamp. visi (@) The vehicle towing a mobile home or modular building sec

- On projecting ' 0 P, VIS8 more than B, feet in width but less than 12 feet in width shall

from the side, located so as to indicate maximum overhang. be a truck of not less than 16,000 pounds manufacRIgEDSS

2. On the rear of the projecting load, 2 red lamps, visible fropghicleweight rating. The power unit shall be equipped with dual
the rearone at each side; and 2 red reflectors visible from the ragheelson the drive axle and the minimum size of the tires shall
oneat each side, located so as to indicate maximum width.  pe 10 ply 8.25 x 20, or equivalent.
_ (c) All'required lamps shall be illuminated whenever a vehicle (h) The vehicle towing a mobile home or modular building
is operated during hours of darkness. All lamps dielisible at section12 feet in width, but not more than 16 feet in width, shall

adistance of 500 feet. be a truck of not less than 19,200 pounds manufacturers’ gross
(2) WarNING LAMPS. When required by a permit, warningvehicleweight rating. The power unit shall be equipped with dual
lampsshall be operated as follows: wheelson the drive axle and the minimum size of the tires shall

(a) All mobile homesindmodular building sections over 120be 10 ply 8.25 x 20, or equivalent.
feetin width shallhave an operating amber flashing or revolving (6) MubGUARDS. Mobile home and modular building sections
warning lamp a minimum of 8 feet above the roadway at the reardthe power unit operating a permit shall be equipped with rear
of the towed unit near its center point, visible 500 feet to the reandersor mudguardsf such material and constructed and placed
or 2 such operating amber flashing or revolving warriémgps, asto restrictto a minimum the splashing of watenud, stones,
at the left and right rear extremities of the towed unit locatedamdother material which may be thrown up by the rear wheels. If
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mudguardsare provided, they shall be at least as wide arthe permittee, may bemade following the completion of a new
andshall cover the tire or multipkires they are guarding startingapplicationand the issuance of a new permit. The words, “This
at the top from a line drawn vertically through the center of this a transfer from permit # ,” shall be written
axleand extending rearward and downward so that the fendemorthe bottom of the applicationThe original permit shall be sent
mudguardunder any condition of operation or loadingtbé to the issuing authority with the transfer application.

vehiclehas a groundlearance of not more than 1/3 of the horizon History: Cr. Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91.

tal distance from the center of the rearmost axle to the fender or. A -
mudguard. Trans 261.14 Insurance and liability conditions.

History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91. (1) In applying for andaccepting a permit, a permittee agrees to:
(a) Pay any claim for any bodily injury or property damage
Trans 261.11 Times of operation. (1) Except aother resultingfrom operation under the permit for which fhermittee
wise specified in a permit, no vehicle eehicle combination oper is legally responsible.
ating undera permit that is equal to or less than 12 feet in width, (b) Hold the state, its subdivisionsfficers, emp|0yees and

13Y%, feet in height, and 100 feet in length, may operate: agentsharmless from any clainvhich may arise from operation
(a) Between 4:00 p.m. and:00 p.m. on Sunday over public highways under the permit.
(b) Between 4:00 p.m. and.2D0 p.m. on Friday between the (2) Whether or not insurancbpnd, or deposit as set forth in
4th Friday in May and Labor Day sub.(7) is required, the permittee shall be liable for all damages

(c) Between 4:00 p.m. and:D0 p.m. on any holidagr, when ~which any highway or its appurtenances may sustain by reason of
Independenc®ay falls on Sundayon the following Monday ~ any operation under the permit. _

(d) Between 4:00 p.nand11:00 p.m. on the day before any 3 An issuing authority may waive insurance requirements
holiday, except that this restriction does not applyiridepen ~for permits issued to government.
denceDay when it falls on a Sunday (4) Wherea certificate of insurance is required, no insurer

(2) In addition to the conditions provided in suf), no may cancel the certificate of insurance without providingisse
vehicle or vehicle combination operating under a perthiit ing authority 10 days advance written notice of the cancellation.
exceedd 2 feet in width, 13, feetin height, or 100 feet in length,  (5) An issuing authority mayequire a permittee to provide
may operate: morebodily injury damage liability coverage than is set forth

(a) During the hours of darkness. sub.(6). o .

(b) During the period beginning at 12:00 noon on the day pre (6) The following insurance amounts are required:
cedingand continuing until sunrise on the day following every (a) When the permitted power umihd mobile home or moeu
Sundayand holiday lar building se_ction_combination do_es not exceed 12 feet in width,

(3) In addition to the conditions provided in sugi§.and(2), and13¥;feetin height or 100 feet in length:
no oversize yehicle or vehicle combination may operate on aNYoily injury liability-each person . . . . . . $150,000 or $750,000
Bﬁlglcj);rtlgg g/lg\gaSszgkg?atcso'umy expressway system Cc)nStruCte%odily injury liability-each accident . . . . . . $450,000 combined single

Property damage liability—each accident. . ~ $300,000 limit
(a) Between 6:00 a.nand 9:00 a.m. and between 3:00 p.m.

(b) When the permitted load exceeds the size limitations in par

and6:00 p.m. on Monday through Thursday @)
(b) Between 6:00 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. &etween 3:00 p.m.
and 11:00 pm on F”day and Sunday Bodily injury liability—each person . . ... .. $200,000 or $1,000,000
(3a) Subsection(S) does not apply to U.S. highway 45 Bodily injury I|ab|||ty—§§ch acadent. ...... $600,000 comblnfed. single
Property damage liability—each accident. .  $400,000 limit

betweenWest Florist Aenue and \Wst Hampton #enue or to i ! ]
interstatehighway 94 between the altkesha county linand (7) A permittee shall certifyand may beequired to present
108th Street. satisfactorywritten evidence, thahe amount of insurance cover

(4) An issuing authority may issue a permit for times othé¥9€diven in sub(6), ora bond in a form satisfactory to the issuing
thanthose specified in suft), (2), or(3), under extraordinary eir authority,will be in efect for the vehicle and load designated in
cumstancesvhen, inthe opinion of the issuing authorigpublic 1€ Permit while operating on the public highwaylessthis
healthand welfare is better served, and may imparéitional €quiremenis expressly waived by the issuing authority
conditionsto promote thesafe operation of the vehicle and load. M!Sy Cr Registey December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91.

History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91; reprinted to correct i ;
errors,Register June, 1992, No. 438orrection in (3) (intro.) ma’gje under s. 13.93 Trans 26.1'15 General con(_jmons anc_i requirements. .
(2m) (b) 7., Stats. (1) A permittee shall comply with all applicable statutes,-ordi
o ~nancesyules and policies of any state agency or subdivision of the

Trans 261.12 Route Ilml'gatlons. (1) No permit  state,unless they are modified by the conditions of the permit.
allowing the dimensions of a vehicle or load to excekdegt in (2) Whena vehicle operating under a perisibverheight, the
width, 13%,feetin height or 100 feet in length is valid on any pafgermitteeshallgive prior notice to the owners of overhead wires,
of the Milwaukee county expressway system constructed pegplesor other facilities which may befatted.

suantto s.59.84 Stats., except on U.S. highway 45 betwaest ; ; ; ;
Florist Avenue and \&st Hampton @enue and on Interstate high Tra(r?;2@gﬁ;fgﬁ;ﬂ%&%@%iﬁﬁgevgplgj,%a%s; described in ch.

way 94 betwee_n_the #ikesha county line and 10§th Street. (a) When any part of a vehicle or load extends beyond the left
(2) A permit issued by the department authorizes the use #fije roadway centerline on 2-way roadways

any highways of the state, subject to the limitations stated [in] the (b) When any part of a vehicle or load extends beyond the left

permit . . . edgeof the right hand lane on highways with more than 2 lanes,
(3) An oversize vehicle may not be operated on a highway,

whetherloaded or empfyat any time that a permit is not valid.

History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91; correction in (1) (C) Ona hlghway deSIQnated na perm|t._ .
madeunder s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats. (4) A vehicle and load that does not require an esadricle

may, when safe, move to the left of the centerline or beyond the
Trans 261.13 Transfers. Intheevent of a breakdown or |eft lane line while crossing bridge or railroad crossing, but only
othercircumstance requiring a change of the power unit stated gffer yielding to all other tréic.
the permit, transfers to another vehicle, under the control of thedistory: Cr. Register December1990, No. 42peff. 1-1-91.
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Trans 261.155 Multiple trip manufacturing process (5) When transporting a mobile home or modular building
permits. (1) The issuing authority may issue annual or consecsectionsunder this section, the power unit shall be stopped when
tive month permits tdicensed mobile home transport companiesecessarypy the driver to allow tr&t to pass from either direc
andto licensed mobile home manufacturers for the transportatiton without delay
of mobile homes and modular building sections that are not(6) The wheels of a mobile home or undercarriage shell
greaterthan 16 feet wide in total exterior width including all prooperatedas close to the right edge of the shoulder as possible in
trusions,or 15 feet 6 inches in total height, but onlyiif of the orderto provide minimum interference with the left lane officaf
following conditions are satisfied: However to minimize damage to the shoulder in dneaimmedk

(@) Each movement is limited to a distance of 5 straight-ligéely adjacent tdhe pavement, the right wheels may not be-oper
air distance miles, on a route pre—approved by the person respgi@don the shoulder within 2 feet tiie edge of the pavement
siblefor maintaining the highways and local roads over which ttxceptto cross this area.
movementwill occur, and identified in a tréit safety plan. Pre=  (7) Themaximum speed of a mobile home or modular build
approvedroutesmust be able to accommodate the maximuing section operating on highways withqéved shoulders may
dimensionsn this subsection, and ensure that the mobile hmmenot exceed 35 miles per hour
modularbuilding sections clear all overhead structlngst least (8) In addition to the amber flashing or revolving lamps speci
6 inches. The number of pre—approved routes for each move rfigg in s. Trans 261.10 (2)each mobile home or modular building
belimited to one route by either the issuing authpoiythe person sectionshall be equipped with a similar lamp visible fromftioait
responsiblefor maintaining the highways and local roads ovesf the vehicle when operated on 2-way roadways.
which the movement will occur (9) A permittee shall certifyand may beequired to present
~ Note: Examples of overhead structures are bridges, overpasses, power I‘mes,ggﬂsfactorywritten evidence, thahe amount of insurance cover
ity lines, and trdfc devices. . . . .

i - . agegiven in sTrans 261.14 (6) (bpr a bond in a forreatisfactory

(b) The mobile home or modular building sections are trang, the jssuing authoritywill be in efect for thevehicle and load
portedfrom a manufacturing plant to fiom another manufactur designatedn the permit while operating on the public highway

ing plant, including a subcontractsmanufacturing plant. This njessthis requirement is expressly waivedthg issuing auther
includesmovement to a manufacturer-ownstdrage lot where

partially completed mobile homes are temporarily stored whil€nistory: cr. Register April, 1998, No. 508ef. 5-1-98.

awaiting further construction, or where fully completed mobile

homesare temporarily stored immediately after construction is Trans 261.16 Denial, suspension or revocation of

completed. permit. (1) An issuing authority may denguspend, orevoke
(c) The mobile home or modular building sections are beirfgoerm't for good cause, pursuant t848.25 (7) Stats. Grounds

transportedo perform any step in the manufacturing process. r the denial, suspension, or revocation of a permit include:

(d) Atraffic safety plan habeen prepared by the manufacturer @) \Aolauonl of any condition of a p.ermllt. .
andapproved by the person responsible for maintaining the high (P) Preventing an employee of an issuing authority or a law
waysand local roads over which tiearrier will transport a load €nforcemenbfficer from performing his or her ial duties, or
authorized by this sectiom traffic safety plan may include the interferingwith the lawful performance of his or her duties.
installationand use o&dditional trafic control devices, the use of ~ (€) Physically assaulting an employee of an issuing authority
additionaltraffic control precautions such as flag persons, the ugé & law enforcement fiéer while performing his oherofficial
of escort vehicles, or additional driver training. The apprové&it'es-
traffic safety plan must be included with the application submitted (d) Makinga material misstatement in an application for a per
to the issuing authority mit.

(2) A permit authorized in subl) may not béssued to trans (&) Unauthorized alteration of a permit.
port mobile homes or modulduilding sections from a manufac  (f) Refusal or failure, without just cause,produce required
turing plant to a sales location or a building site. records.

(3) A permit issued under thiction is not a guarantee of the (9) Payment of an application fee with a worthless check.
sufficiency of any highway or structure for the transportatdn (h) Violation of any other applicable provision under 843,
the vehicle or the load. Stats.,or this chapter

(4) Foreach local road or county highway on whichapeli (2) A permittee shall immediately return a suspended
cantseeks authority to operate under this section, a permit fofeyokedpermit to the issuing authority after receiving noficen
mobile home or modular building section may be issued onfjie issuing authority of the suspension or revocation of the permit.
uponpresentation of written proof that permission for operation Nuoégg ';gaF;fnf mge'?ofr’ee%egais\z:ﬁ)i“gfﬁég:i;e‘gogﬁgr an :g&mﬁiﬁ; ngfm“gy
hasbeen granted by any local authority or person ingéhaf (o'sars 9 ppeass, p
maintainingthose highways. History: Cr. Register December1990, No. 420eff. 1-1-91.

Published under s. 35.93, Stats. Updated on the first day of each month. Entire code is always current. The Register date on each page
RegisterFebruary 2013 No. 686 is the date the chapter was last published. Report errors (608) 266—-3151.
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